The Visions

“A lyric by Method man of the Wu Tang Clan, “My 3rd Eye
seen it coming, before it happened,” inspired Ben to get
a tattoo of an eye on top of a feathered pen on his arm to
symbolize this EyEdea of critical prophecy.”

g E Im 1959, Ben began teaching in the Upward
Bound program at New Bediord High School. He

uliized educational Hip Hop conlenl as a maih-
od o engage students who were mostly discon-
nected 1o high school curmiculum and traditional
teaching methods. Some of Ben's students gol
involved in 3rd Eye through his class and wene
instrumental in forming a rejuvenated core of
3rd EyE, which now represenied two genera-
tions madly in love with the effect of Hip Hop in a
plvotal time in world history, That core branched
out into doing community avents and in August
of 2000 began the 3rd EYE Open Festival tradi-
tion at Buttomwood Park in New Bediord, MA

The first annual Open was successful and
prompted 3rd EVE Unlimited to expand the festival
the following year atiracting more than 2,000 visi-
tors in its second vear. People began to flock from
all over to see live graffiti murals being painted,

gravity defying breakdancing, basketball tourna- ; .
ments, dunk contests, dj's impressing the crowd, mf&igﬁf r;:rﬁ,li:::ﬂag:;r amﬁuﬂ: M:r?d
and the live perlormers providing i social com- ages. hs model of Fﬂlﬁ!iﬂg to youth through
mantary. “We wanted 1o showcase Hip Hop culture a common culture. and getting youth in-
in s purest form. It started in the park, bringing all vohlwed In prm:h.l::ing: big events, videos, mu-
the ar forms of T.;,pmﬁm together. ";._ka the gic, and art for their peers, I:IES ram:uirnad
younger generations had never seen breakdanc- , i ; ,

ing or murals being painted before. They think Hip 6. iMhal Buting edoe Ened MR Seience.
Hop's what they see on tv and hear on the radio.”
Jrd EyE, an organization of young adulls and
teans produced the annual festival and showed
that if people think thal there city is boring, they
should do something about it. Go out and get
what you need o do what you love, Hip Hop s
making something ocul of nothing, and we as
a unified culture of arists, performers, danc-
ars, athletes, and entrepreéneurs showed thatl.”




